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OUR MISSION:

OUR VALUES:

•

We nurture the present and promote a 		
sustainable future

•

We enrich our community and inspire 		
confidence, diversity and creativity

•

We engage, explore, inspire and enrich

•

•

We are a catalyst for grassroots 		
initiatives

We use time, energy and patronage 		
responsibly

•

•

We respect our environment and 		
heritage

We welcome and engage with people, ideas
and improvements

•

•

We curate a creative social hub

We encourage and inspire kindness, respect
and understanding

North Sydney Community Centre
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OUR VISION IS TO CONNECT,
CARE, COLLABORATE
AND CREATE
OUR GOALS:
•

Remain sustainable, relevant and independent

•

Inspire connection

•

Respond to changing community needs

•

Innovation and creativity in service

•

Respect our environment, community and 		
heritage

North Sydney Community Centre

North Sydney Community Centre is a dynamic,
responsive and independent not-for-profit community
organisation. Our programs and services foster social
connection and well-being.
We offer Playgroup, After School Care, adult
education courses, community talks and our twice
monthly Northside Produce Market.
We collaborate with organisations including Mary’s
House Women’s Refuge, House of Welcome, The Smith
Family, RACS (Refugee Advisory Casework Service),
Zonta Club of North Sydney, NSW Cancer Council,
Guringai Festival and Taronga Zoo to raise awareness
and funds. We are committed to environmentally
sustainable practices as demonstrated in our recent
book swap and CupArt exhibition, as well as the bag
depot and cookbook nook campaigns at Northside
Produce Market.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
JOHN COFFEY

30+ YEARS OF
SERVICE
It has been another very successful year for the North
Sydney Community Centre (the Centre), with progress
across the numerous programs and activities run by our
capable and passionate Centre staff. Playgroup continues
to generate fun, imagination, creativity and communication
amongst its community of young children and their carers.
After School Care delivered another stimulating year of
activities and interesting opportunities for its primary
school students and staff. The Centre’s schedule of ever
popular, as well as originally fresh, adult education classes
provided a varied palate of well attended weekly classes
and one off workshops, thanks to the efforts of our Program
Development and Marketing team.
This year has seen a significant transition for our market
fund-raising activities. After falling attendance and income
over the last few years the Centre decided to close the
General Market, a difficult decision to make after 33 years
of operation. In its place we commenced a second monthly
Produce Market, which has been a challenge, but one we
appear to have turned the corner on.
The Centre’s special events program has been bursting with
innovative ideas. The full day of talks by creative women for
International Women’s Day was again a resounding success.
The day of conversation about Death and Dying during
Palliative Care Week was astutely managed and co-ordinated
by staff. It was both supportive and informative, and brought
out some warm smiles and a few tears. Well done!
We are delighted that the potential for amalgamation of
North Sydney City Council has passed. This means that the
Centre retains the mutually respectful and collaborative
relationship with the Mayor, Councillors and Council staff,
one that underwrites so much of what the Centre delivers.
This year we welcomed new members to the Centre
Voluntary Management Committee - Corinne Madden, Genia
McCaffery and most recently, Anneke Barnes, who has just
advised that she is now heading to the Northern Territory for
work. Welcome back, thank you and farewell. Nicky Rasmin
left the Committee, as did Ashley Macpherson, who had been
a major contributor to the Centre’s strategic planning and a

great support on staffing issues. Ashley is heading to her old
home of New Zealand, thank you so much for your input over
the years.
And so now it comes time to finish my role on the
Committee, after more than 30 years of service. I joined the
Committee shortly after arriving in my new city of Sydney,
after working and travelling overseas for close to seven years.
Part of my objective was to ‘get a little involved with the
community’. That goal has been well and truly achieved and
it is now time to move on.
My contribution to the Centre has been multifaceted, from
what at times seemed like years of market sausage sizzling
and rubbish collection, to Treasurer, and finally President
of the Committee. Along that path I have gained great
pleasure from my work with four Centre Directors - Lou
Boothroyd, Susan Kennett, Susan Howieson and now Joanna
Goodwin. Each has a unique skill set and style that has
contributed to the diversity and success of the Centre. While
many staff stand out in this time, Jan Gregg and Dee Bridges
from Playgroup, and Music and Movement, are iconic and
rate a special mention.
I have enjoyed the collaboration and cooperation with the
many members of the Management Committee in dealing
with those pleasurable, challenging and at times downright
confronting issues. My dealings over many years with
council staff, councillors and Mayors have been respectful
and constructive. In particular, I would like to acknowledge
the support and strong relationship with the Director,
Community & Library Services Martin Ellis and his staff. Our
relatively new and impressive Centre is testament to the
quality of this relationship.
The Centre has succeeded through competent, dedicated,
imaginative and creative staff complemented by numerous
volunteers and robust financial management. As a result
the Centre continues to be a major contributor to the
community of North Sydney and surrounds.
Long may it last!
It’s been fun.
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT
JOANNA GOODWIN

North Sydney Community Centre continues to offer a
varied, vibrant and consistently affordable and accessible
range of activities for all generations, from the buzz of
the morning queue for playgroup to the gentle cacophony
of primary school children in the afternoon. Evening and
weekend adult classes and workshops can take you from
the quietest contemplation through meditation and art
programs, through to the joyous sounds of the choirs and
the beat of the dance classes, not to mention the weekend
produce market tantalising the tastebuds. The Centre
continues as a wonderful hub of the North Sydney, and
surrounds, community, as a space to come together, to find
common ground, to engage, explore, inspire and enrich.
The Centre is located on Cameraygal land, the home of
the Guringai people, and I would like to acknowledge the
traditional custodians of this land and pay respect to the
Elders past and present and future.
The announcement in July 2017 that North Sydney Council
will not be amalgamating with Mosman and Willoughby
Councils has brought a sense of relief not only from a
management and governance perspective, but also in
terms of feedback from the local community. The prospect
of the merger made us evaluate the long-term goals of
the Centre and we realised that the possibility of a change
in council priorities could impact on the diversity and
delivery of our activities. Personally I am very happy that
we will maintain our close relationship with the staff and
Councillors of North Sydney Council, enabling us to remain
relevant, responsive and sustainable. We are continually
grateful for our wonderful building and the support
that North Sydney Council provides to keep the building
maintained. A big thank you to the Councillors and staff for
this contribution to our local community.
Our focus on education, social justice, community issues,
creativity and the environment has informed our decision
to program events which stimulate discussion, are thought
provoking and interesting. This past year Playgroup children
and carers gathered to learn about indigenous culture,
produce market events showcased bush foods and seasonal
produce and our talks and film screenings encompassed
broad ranging community issues. Well- attended interesting
events reflect an engaged community, and are testament to
the quality and reach of our programs and audience.
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Thank you to all the guests, speakers and volunteers who
contribute to our signature events and discussions. I also
appreciate the extra effort NSCC staff contribute to support
these special events which add so much, in addition to the
work they put into running the Centre’s core programs.
Thank you to the Management Committee who support
the diversity of events that we curate. Key events this year
celebrated International Women’s Day with a full day of
talks with creative women. During Palliative Care Week, a
day of conversation about death and dying which, despite
initial concerns, ended up being a sold out event and
wonderful day full of insights, a few tears and many laughs.
These popular signature events have prompted us to work
with professional photographers, videographers and sound
technicians to document these conversations and capture
the energy in the Centre. All our talks are now available as
podcasts via SoundCloud or our website, which has been a
wonderful way to increase accessibility to our events and
connect further with our community.
In everything we do we reflect and remain vigilant about
our strategic goals which are to remain sustainable,
relevant and independent; to inspire connection; to respond
to changing community needs; to show innovation and
creativity in service; and to respect our environment,
community and heritage.
In 2017 we farewell the President of our Management
Committee, John Coffey. John has been on the
Management Committee for over 30 years, the President
for the past 5 years, and was previously Treasurer for many
years. John joined the committee when his children were
young enough to attend playgroup, they are now in their
late 30’s and he feels it is time to step aside for someone
else to take the reins. John retired from the Environmental
Protection Authority last year and now spends his time
travelling and managing his herd of cows in the Hunter
Valley, with his wife Sandra who has also been a longterm supporter of the Centre. John has helped to shape
the culture of the Centre, and has been instrumental in
maintaining an even keel during turbulent times. I have
been honoured to work with John over the past 6 years.
We have a truly wonderful, harmonious and functional
Management Committee and I have no doubt his legacy
will continue for many years. On behalf of all the staff and
committee I would like to wish John and Sandra all the best
for the future.

North Sydney Community Centre
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“OUR FOCUS ON EDUCATION,
SOCIAL JUSTICE, COMMUNITY ISSUES,
CREATIVITY AND THE ENVIRONMENT
HAS INFORMED OUR DECISION TO
PROGRAM EVENTS WHICH STIMULATE
DISCUSSION, ARE THOUGHT
PROVOKING AND INTERESTING.“
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COMMITTEE OF
MANAGEMENT

JOHN COFFEY - PRESIDENT

BEATE REINHARDT - SECRETARY

John has served as President since 2013 following many
years as NSCC Treasurer and Committee Member (since
the early 1980s).

Beate joined the committee in 2009 and brings skills
from her professional background in administration, HR
and accounting. In addition to being Centre Secretary
and on the Finance Sub-Committee, Beate is a frequent
student at the Centre, participating in latino dance,
Zumba and drawing classes. Beate supports the Centre
by volunteering at the Info Stall at the markets as well
as at numerous events throughout the year where her
warmth and energy are appreciated.

His dedication to the Centre stretches beyond committee
meetings to turning sausages on the bbq and cleaning
up after the markets. John has thoroughly enjoyed his
involvement with the Centre's community over the many
years, through both what he has been able to give, and
receive. John recently retired from the Environmental
Protection Authority and enjoys being a part-time farmer.

LYNN OSWALD - VICE PRESIDENT
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DREW TRUSLOVE

Lynn joined the committee in 2005 and was elected
Vice President in 2013. Lynn was a market stallholder for
many years and regularly volunteers at the NSCC Info
Stall at the markets. Lynn spent two years volunteering
in Tanzania at the School of St Jude where she enjoyed
exploring her passion for all things African, including
her love of animals. Lynn is a great supporter of Centre
events and fundraisers.

Drew has been on the committee since 2012. He
consults in psychology, helping companies with
profiling and leadership advice. His kitchen is stocked
primarily with goods from the produce market and his
children are loud and enthusiastic contributors to the
Centre's Music and Movement classes and Explorers
Playgroup. He brings to the committee perspectives
around staffing, team structures, business analysis and
strategic planning.

HELEN RITCHIE - TREASURER

BARBARA DEGRAFF

Helen was contracted to look after the Centre
accounts for over six years, and on retirement in 2012
was appointed to the Committee. Helen was elected
Treasurer in 2013. Helen enjoyed working with the staff
and continues to contribute to the Centre through her
work on the Finance Sub-Committee and by regularly
volunteering at events and the markets. Helen is
married to David, has two married daughters and is
welcoming grandchildren as they come along.

Barbara joined the committee in 2015. Her involvement
with the Centre began when her sons attended After
School Care from the mid 1990’s through the mid
2000’s. They loved their time at ‘Leisure’. Barbara has
over 30 years of marketing experience and is passionate
about online marketing. She was raised in Albany, New
York but considers herself a happy transplant. Barbara
loves the sense of community the Centre offers and is a
regular volunteer at the produce market.

North Sydney Community Centre
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NEW MEMBERS
ROSEMARY GARRETT

GENIA McCAFFERY

Rosemary’s creative and graphic design background
was a wonderful asset to playgroup where she was able
to use her imagination to create wonderful activities
for the children, she retired from Playgroup in 2014
after 17 years. Rosemary has attended classes at the
Centre for over 10 years. Rosemary finds the Centre is a
great place of warmth, fun, inspiration, education and
friendship, and she enjoys being a voice for Playgroup
and After School Care.

Genia joined the Committee in 2017. She has lived in
North Sydney since the 1970s and says the Centre has
been part of her life since then. She’s done yoga and
meditation here, her two kids went to Playgroup and
to After School Care. She loves the Centre’s markets,
events and courses. She brings experience in local
government, community development and her tenure as
the mayor of North Sydney for 17 years. She’s thrilled to
be part of ’such a vibrant, compassionate Centre in our
community’.

NORMA MOLLOY
Norma has been involved with the Centre since 1994,
volunteering her time at the markets and Centre.
Norma was appointed to the committee in 2004 and
served as Management Committee President from
2008 to 2013. Until 2006 Norma was General Manager
of a major photo agency, Australian Picture Library.
These days she is employed as a carer for older people
providing companionship and support in their day-today lives.

ASHLEY MACPHERSON
Since moving to Australia in 2012 Ashley has enjoyed
the welcoming, vibrant and creative atmosphere
of the Centre. Ashley has worked in the health and
international development sectors and currently
works as a Clinical Psychologist. Ashley relishes the
opportunities created by the Centre and is a regular at
the produce markets and enrols in many of the courses.
Ashley joined the committee in 2014 and brings her
knowledge and experience of community development,
strategic planning along with learning from sitting on
other volunteer boards.

NICKY RASMIN
Nicky joined the committee in 2015, as a mum of
children currently at After School Care, an exhibiting
artist in the pop up exhibition and previously a student
in pottery, painting and meditation. Nicky’s career as a
marketing and event professional brings experience in
strategic development, which she hopes will assist the
Centre in establishing programs with strong extended
life cycles that enhance the community. Nicky hopes to
contribute to the community spirit of the Centre.

CORINNE MADDEN
Corinne moved to Sydney from France, 25 years ago.
Soon discovering Explorers Playgroup with her 2 year old,
not long after applying for a position at the community
centre. She ran Explorers Playgroup for 10 years, getting
to know the dedicated people working at the Centre
and assisting the children being creative and exploring
the warm, fun and safe environment.
Corinne recently retired from playgroup to pursue her
lifelong project to teach French as a second language
but she wanted to keep the special bond created with
the Centre. Corinne joined the committee in 2017.
Whenever she is able to, she contributes to various
events organised in the Centre.

ANNEKE BARNES
Anneke has been on the committee since February
2017. Starting her connection with the Centre in 2012
when she was employed as program development and
marketing coordinator, Anneke returns as a committee
member with a passion and delight in the programming
of the Centre. The desire to create an impact on
broader social issues is evident by the community
support for every film night, food donation drive and
conversation had within the Centre. Anneke is proud
to contribute and participate as part of this unique
community.

North Sydney Community Centre
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STAFF

STAFF

AFTER SCHOOL
CARE STAFF:

Director................................................................Joanna Goodwin
After School Care Coordinator......................................Peter Hogan

Elsa Jara

Playgroup Coordinator..........................................Michelle Worthley

Sneh Villanova

Northside Produce Market Coordinator....................Lisa MacDonald

James Eriksson

Programme & Events Coordinator..........................Rachel Bangoura

Callum Boyd
Alan Lopez

Assistant to Director.................................................Michelle Nixon

Luke Hyland

Marketing Coordinator...............................................Mark Rowden

Nugent Wade-Brown

Programme & Venue Administrator.........................Georgie Franklin

Patrick O’Reilly

Programme & Venue Administrator......................Natasha Bodanac

Olga Mazurskya

Administration Officer..............................................Fran Hendricks

Giulia Baccaglini

Bookkeeper..............................................................Julie Dahlberg

Giulina Legoratto

Weekend Administration..........................................Alison Windsor

MARKET CREW:
Patrick Taranto
Deepali Jadav
Pratham Gupta
Pablo Benavides Cardenas
Marta Scuccuglia
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PLAYGROUP STAFF:

VOLUNTEERS:

SPECIAL THANKS:

Rani Young

Valentine Bullen

Designer...........................Ben Gleitzman

Debra Rifai

Pauline White

Kate Clugston

Michael Landels

Photo/ Videographer..........Jane Thomson
			
Yolande Gray

Angela Colby-Rinker

Juan Roberson

Indu Kumari

Nathalie Suet

Maria Mansour

Minako Yoshimura

Natalia Islamova

Udaya Laxmi

Corinne Madden

Krishma Chitnis

Martha Garrett Pecoits

Leonora Grey

Juanitta Fernandez Pastor

Lorne MacArthur

Podcasting......................Blair Greenberg
Design...........Lucy Allen & Louis Johanson
			 – UTS Shopfront
Market Tours .......................Tawnya Bahr
Caretaker...............................Johnny Pitt
Cleaner................................Maya Kantar

Glenda Gow
Jen Holt

CORPORATE SUPPORT:
Laing O’Rourke
CISCO
CommBank
NAB - North Sydney

SCHOOL STUDENTS:

Jeffrey Burgess
Helen Simpson

Monte St Angelo Mercy College .......Olivia

Christine Gleitzman

Roseville College ...........................Nicole

Eric Tang

Wenona School..............Amber, Marina &
				Jennifer

UTS shopfront

LOCAL SUPPORT:

Willoughby Girls High School.......Natasha,
				 Emma

Clare Communications

Ridge Street Café

St Augustines ..................................Juliet

Alliance Francaise de Sydney

The Library Café

Young & Roshleigh Wine Merchants

Red Mango

North Sydney Community Centre
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CLASSES + EVENTS
RACHEL BANGOURA

%

0
+4

NSCC FACEBOOK

5%
3
+
NSCC INSTAGRAM

Social media growth
since July 1st 2016
@nthsydcentre
Community for us is more than just our local neighbours, it’s
a focus on connecting people from near and far through our
activities and initiatives. Our programs and services foster
social connection, wellbeing and creativity.
The adult classes program continues to be extensive with
over 100 classes and one day workshops offered per term,
falling into a diverse range of categories: Creative, Music
& Dance, Food & Beverage, Lifestyle & Technology, Health
& Wellbeing and Language & Travel. We have welcomed
many fabulous new tutors across all categories. Our regular
creative classes continue to be popular with our Pottery, Life
Drawing, Watercolours and Relief Printing with Lino classes
always reaching capacity. New one day creative workshops
introduced in the past year including Tapestry Weaving,
Macrame, Origami, LookDrawPrint, Lumifold Lanterns,
Cartooning and Relief Printing with Lino Advanced. Our low
impact exercise classes, focused on fitness for the over 50s
age group, continue to be in high demand. Our Spanish
Language classes have been extremely popular, increasing
our class numbers to 5 regular classes per term. We have
been looking to Northside Produce Market stall holders to
run courses as this provides a great opportunity for cross
promotion between the Produce Market and our Adult
Classes. Our Lifestyle & Technology category has developed
to include indoor gardening courses - Kokedamas,
Terrariums and Concrete Planters. For the first time in
a while dance has been featured in the Music & Dance
programme with the introduction of Swing Dance. This
category will continue to grow.

In Conversation Talks
In September Wendy Whiteley and Janet Hawley were in
conversation with Costa Georgiadis discussing Wendy’s
secret garden and Janet’s book ‘Wendy Whiteley and
the secret garden’. With a 125 strong audience, the event
cultivated much local interest in the preservation of the
garden, for which we raised $3000. March 2017 saw the
return of ‘In Conversation: Creative Women’, another sold
out event with a distinguished panel of speakers including:
Emma Magenta, Sally Campbell, Fiona Katauskas,
Shannon Sheedy, Tracey Deep and Nadeena Dixon. In
May we broached the conversation of death at our InConversation: Death & Dying event. Delighted by the
response from the community on such a delicate topic, the
event reached audience capacity of 130. Panelists included
Petrea King, Zenith Virago, Nikki Gemmell, Shayne Higson,
Linda Hansen, Mary Bryant and Jenny Briscoe-Hough.

Classes and Workshops
Term

12

# of courses

# of students
total including
waitlisted

Term 3, 2016

103

1316

Term 4, 2016

152

1198

Term 1, 2017

147

1612

Term 2, 2017

121

1351

North Sydney Community Centre
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Student & Tutor Exhibition and Open Day

Film Nights with Q & A

In November, our Student & Tutor Exhibition and Open
Day brought a festive feel to the Centre. The playground
came to life with kids activities, live music, kindifarm and
food stalls. The Centre showcased its classes through art
demonstrations and free workshops including Reiki, Life
Drawing, Pottery, Drawing, Lumifold, Tai Chi, Hula Hooping,
Yoga, Zumba, Cryptic Crosswords and Mahjong. Wonderful
student artworks were on display while several of our
creative tutors worked away at their art. The choir brought
new life to the late afternoon followed by a glass of wine
while enjoying jazz under the stars. The perfect occasion
for our students and tutors to showcase their talents and
achievements as well as an opportunity for the Centre to
reach new potential customers.

In February we screened the documentary Chasing Asylum
followed by a Q & A with RACS (Refugee Advice and Case
Worker Service) Senior Solicitor Simon Bruck and Tim
O’Connor from the Refugee Council. A passionate audience
from the local community contributed to the important
discussion around immigration, refugees and asylum
seekers. All proceeds for the evening were donated to RACS.
In May we screened Tender, the captivating story behind
community-born funeral home Tender Funerals. Amy Sagar
from Tender Funerals led an interesting Q & A discussion
about alternatives to mainstream funeral options and the
importance of community discussion around death.

House of Welcome Winter Clothing Appeal, Food Drive
and Pop Up Dinner
We held another wonderful evening for the House of
Welcome in June this year, raising a total of $4850. The
chefs created dishes from around the world. The evening
was assisted by a team of St Patrick’s High School boys
from Strathfield. Live folk music by Kate Maclurcan and
the Loose Ends and the Creative Women’s Hub Selling
Project, selling handmade traditional arts and crafts. Once
again we were overwhelmed by the quantity and quality of
donations provided by the local community during our Food
Drive for the House of Welcome.
Art Exhibitions
As part of White Ribbon Day 2016, the Centre teamed up
with North Sydney Council and the Lower North Shore
Domestic Violence network to launch the photographic
portrait exhibition ‘Positively Remarkable People’. The
launch included speeches from several of the portrait
subjects and the director of local domestic violence refuge,
Mary’s House.
As part of our Pop Up Art initiative, the inaugural exhibition
‘Expresso Yourself Cup Art’, held in April took on the form of
a charity and sustainability art show, raising awareness of
the huge amount of waste caused by non-recyclable coffee
cups. This was one of our most successful events and social
media campaigns with some renowned artists including
Ken Done, Nicholas Harding and Salvatore Zofrea. Over
$3000 was raised on the evening for Taronga Zoo and their
programs supporting the Little Penguin.

Community Events & Partnerships
This year we continued developing our partnerships with
the House of Welcome, Zonta Club of North Sydney,
Mary’s House, NSW Cancer Council and Kate Maclurcan’s
Survivors’ Choir. We also formed new partnerships with
Taronga Zoo, RACS, Wendy Whiteley’s Secret Garden
Trust and contributed to the Oxfam Christmas Appeal.
We participated in the Guringai Festival with two events
one at the Northside Produce Market and another at
Explorers Playgroup. North Sydney Council kindly financially
supported our low impact exercise program Chair Aerobics,
Asthma talk for the Senior’s Week and our Guringai Festival
events as well as Grandparents Day celebration at Explorers
Playgroup. Entertainment Book sales raised much needed,
funds for ergonomic trolleys for Northside Produce Market
and Playgroup.

North Sydney Community Centre
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NORTHSIDE PRODUCE
MARKET
LISA MACDONALD

As we stepped into the second half of 2016, we brought
along with us the brand new baby of our second monthly
produce market - Northside Produce Market (NPM) “the
1st Saturday of the Month”. We had introduced our new
produce market baby a month previously on May 7th.
Like all new additions to a family, it came accompanied
with wishes for a happy and healthy lifetime, a period of
adjustment and of course the unexpected and unknown
and the resulting consequences of all of the above. Almost
a year later, this new incarnation of the market now
operating on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month
(apart from January, when it is closed on the 1st Saturday)
has emerged, having found its feet and ready to embrace
it’s 2nd year.
We have continued to strive to offer a market that supports
the best fresh produce grown locally as well as the best
regional produce from areas such as Orange, Colleambally
and Adelong. The market offers artisanal food and
associated products that have been made with passion,
dedication, hard work and a commitment to quality.
Holding the markets twice monthly has opened up
opportunities for new producers to join the stable of much
loved stallholders, many of whom have been with the
market from it’s beginning. It is great to see the support
offered by stallholders who recommend the market to
other stallholders and the public. The same can be said for
our committed public who attend the market ‘rain, hail
or shine’. This strong community support, whatever the
weather, keeps the market viable as a place to buy directly
from the farmer, baker and maker.
In this day and age, the ways in which the public are offered
and obtain food are constantly changing. People are often
time poor and their buying and eating habits reflect this.
14

Despite these challenges, NPM continues to be a place
people enjoy their shopping experience. We aim to make
NPM a place of connection and a visit to the market,
part of a weekend’s entertainment. The beautiful park
setting creates an enticing outdoor shopping destination
where visitors can hear the producers’ stories of how their
food was created, gather culinary inspiration, develop
relationships, catch up with friends over coffee and a bite
to eat while kids are running around or colouring in at the
Kids’ Spot.
This year the market continued to support the local and
greater community through:
•

Offering OzHarvest a monthly stall and the platform to
spread their message.

•

Providing stall spaces for not for profit community
groups such as SES and Fine Music FM Radio to crosspromote the markets with new audiences

•

Supporting the fundraising efforts of local groups
such as North Sydney Scouts Christmas Tree Drive and
Monte Sant’ Angelo’s ‘Food for Thought’ program.

•

Visiting stallholders in their environment to connect
with them and gain further understanding of their
produce and its origins.

•

Supporting North Sydney Council community initiatives
such as Bushcare, Renewable Energy Surveys and St
Leonards Park consultations by providing a stall space
for them to engage with the public.

Throughout the year with help from North Sydney
Community Centre we offer free events at the Market. We
held an In-Conversation event as part of Garlic Month.

North Sydney Community Centre
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NPM
INSTAGRAM

Social media growth
since July 1st 2016
@nthsydmkts

Sydney chef and food consultant Alex Herbert talked garlic
with several of our garlic growing stallholders entertaining
the crowd with interesting facts about the variety, uses and
benefits of garlic grown in Australia.
As part of the Guringai Festival, John Newton discussed
his book, ‘The Oldest Foods on Earth’, and conversed
with several of the Northside Produce Market stallholders
who sell native produce and bush tucker. Special guests
Outback Pride joined the discussion. With a very successful
marketing compaign and with a huge social media
repsonse, the day had an impressive turn out of around 80
people, Macadamia nuts, native plants and bush tonics
were passed around for the audience to sample.
North Sydney Council continues to play a pivotal role in
supporting the market in many ways, starting with the
regular use of Civic Park and helping our promotional
efforts, extending to the willingness of Council’s staff
to assist us in whatever capacity that they can. Council
funded initiatives bring greater opportunities for
community engagement at the market while offering
useful public services. This year these included: Bikewise
‘Tune In and Check up’ (where members of the public can
bring along their bikes for a free service); ‘The Oldest Foods
On Earth’ Guringai Festival event and ‘Behind The Scenes
Market Tours’ that allow the public to book into a free
tour to delve deeply into the market, hear the stallholders’
stories and sample the food.
Northside Produce Market looks forward to the year
ahead, to new tastes and new experiences, and to
continuing to develop further into a more sustainable and
environmentally friendly market place.
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AFTER SCHOOL CARE
PETER HOGAN

This year has been another exciting and eventful year!
I can assure you there is never a quiet moment in After
School Care. I often laugh when people say “did you have
a quiet day?” There are never quiet days and at times
I feel like a one armed man juggling chainsaws, but I
love every minute of it and wouldn’t have it any other
way. I am very fortunate to have such a great team and
environment, as many are not as fortunate as we are.
We trialled our end of year family BBQ in July, due to
the clash with the North Sydney Demonstration School
Christmas BBQ and Year 6 farewell. July proved to be
a huge success with a great turn out of parents and
children so we have now made it a permanent July event.
We said goodbye to our Year 6 children with a movie and
pizza night, complete with soft drinks, ice cream and lots
of treats. It is our last chance to spend time with these
children, some who had been with us for 5 years.
We are fortunate to have some amazing and wonderful
staff, who invent great projects and activities for the
children.
Elsa Jara ran a master class in pottery on Wednesdays for
children which focused on slab building techniques and
using the potter’s wheel. The theme was making large
sculptures of horses and dragons and the results were just
outstanding. Mosaics was for the more advanced students
and the aim was to create their own designs using broken
tiles. There was a strong emphasis on safety as they
were using tools and breaking tiles which unless you are
responsible you cannot participate. Sewing club was open
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to all ages and the boys and girls were strongly involved.
The theme for sewing was to teach children some basic
stitches and make simple shapes but it did include some
tricky items like sewing on buttons and putting in zippers.
James Eriksson ran lino carving for the more mature
children because they are using carving tools and this art
process requires a lot of focus. Once the children carved
their patterns into the Lino they were then allowed to do
their own prints using traditional ink, rollers and a screw
down press. James is also our go-to man when it comes to
our popular sports including football and hockey. James is
responsible for running our Lebanese style restaurant and
he makes some really amazing food including Hummus,
Tabouli and Falafels. Awesome cakes and biscuits too!
Sneh Villanova is another of our amazing cooks and often
makes homemade chicken mince sausage rolls with the
kids and they are just to die for. She is in charge of dodge
ball, which is one of our most popular activities. It is
not unusual to have 50 children in the hall at one time
playing. Sneh’s best attribute is her connection with the
parents and some of our more difficult children who are
drawn to her because of her gentle nature.
Callum Boyd is one of our most inventive staff
members, with activities and ideas he researches and
runs. He always enthrals me and the children. Some
of the activities he has been responsible for are salad
spinner artworks, Mr Squiggle competitions, landscape
watercolour surround pictures, candle wax medallions,
balloon races and spider string man races.

North Sydney Community Centre
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Alan Lopez ran our martial arts classes every Monday
teaching Wing Chun and I was fortunate enough to fill
in for him occasionally and teach some Karate skills and
sword combat, with all the protective gear of course.
Catherine Rodriguez is our Spanish language tutor and her
class has been growing ever since she started with us. This
year she taught all the children in the class to sing a song
in Spanish and they then competed in our Talent Quest.
Our newest and most enthusiastic staff member is Juanitta
Fernandez Pastor, with her outstanding creativity. She is very
talented in paper crafts like origami. She has run a beauty
salon and she’s made lots of 3D craft from cardboard and
other materials combined. Juanitta has an infectious and
upbeat personality that the children really love.

As always there are many people that we have to thank
for making After School Care work, the lovely office staff
Jo, Michelle, Rachel, Lisa, Tash and Mark. To the Explorers
Playgroup for working with us and letting me borrow some
of their staff. The Committee Members who have always
been supportive and encouraging. Finally the After School
Care team, you are amazing, inventive, and productive.
You always put the children’s needs first with your fantastic
ideas and your interaction with them on a daily basis. It is
the relationships that you build with the children and their
families that set us apart from other Centres. It makes me
very proud to be a part of such a great team.
.
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EXPLORERS
PLAYGROUP
MICHELLE WORTHLEY

Social media growth
since July 1st 2016
NSCC continues to host the successful and appreciated
Explorers Playgroup, which has been running for almost
45 years. This year we ran a busy Playgroup program
providing a wide range of activities for children aged 0-5
years including the popular staff-led Sing Along and Story
Time along with baby corner, dramatic play room, craft,
playdough, painting, puzzles and outdoor play in the
wonderful playground and sand pit. The Playgroup team
continually focus on the goal of providing a safe, fun and
welcoming environment for children and their carers.
Playgroup hosted a fundraiser morning tea in support
of Mary’s House, a local refuge providing crisis
accommodation for women and children escaping domestic
violence. As well as asking for gold coin donations, we
collected household goods and equipment to help Mary’s
House set up their new kitchen. We still continue to pass
goods on to Mary’s House when relevant items are donated
to the Centre. We hosted a NSW Cancer Council Biggest
Morning Tea and we held a raffle to purchase new safety
mats for the trampoline.
In October, Explorers Playgroup celebrated Grandparents
Day with a morning tea, story time and story related craft.
Mayor Jilly Gibson opened the event, Jilly often comes with
her grandchild. This event was kindly supported with funding
from the Department of Family and Community Services.
Guringai Festival came to life at Explorers Playgroup in June
with 172 children in attendance and wonderful feedback
received about the event! Jahmarley from Koomurri
Aboriginal Incursions played the didgeridoo, danced and
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painted faces - everybody loved it. Thank you to North
Sydney Council for their funding support for
this event.
Fellow Playgroup Co-ordinator, Rani Young and I oversaw
further staff changes as we bid farewell to Angela, Kate
and Indu and welcomed Debra (returning!), Juanitta
and Martha. Our special thanks to each of them, and
also to Maria our long term casual staff. Playgroup was
incredibly lucky to have volunteers Valentine, Pauline
and Deepali returning to help this year, making such a
brilliant program possible, thank you! As we say each
year, we always welcome extra volunteers!
We were also fortunate to have the help of TAFE students
completing their work placement hours in November
2016 and March 2017. One of the students conducted
a survey of adults at Playgroup and collected some
helpful information. Feedback was very positive with the
overall message being that Playgroup was great for the
community and the children. Specific praise was directed
towards the quality of the service, the hard working staff
and the range of activities and toys offered. Some of our
Playgroup visitors have been coming for several years
and for some, quite a distance. It was excellent to see
that Playgroup is so well loved.
We sincerely appreciate working with the wonderful staff
and committee members of the Centre and feel thankful
to be part of such an incredible team.

North Sydney Community Centre
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VENUE HIRE
NATASHA BODANAC

North Sydney Community Centre is fortunate to
have light filled rooms that open onto our adventure
playground. Busy every weekend we have birthday parties,
conferences, talks and community events.
The Centre also supported many organisations, charities
and community groups throughout the year. These
groups use our space privately and publicly, extending
our community reach. Included in our regular hirers we
proudly support and host a Sunday church service, AA
support groups, community care initiatives, counselling
services, teacher training, yoga & psychotherapist teachers
meetings and cultural & language learning programs for
children.

•
•
•
•
•

Zonta International
Guringai Festival - Oldest Foods on Earth
House of Welcome Music Evening (fundraiser for
refugee support)
Food drive for House of Welcome
Cerebral Palsy Alliance

We continue to support not for profit organisations
through discounted pricing.
The Centre was pleased to assist the following community
groups and initiatives this year through co-presenting
workshops, promoting volunteering opportunities and
offering venue hire free of charge:

Music and Movement
Jane Boyd
We have enjoyed another joyful year of classes, with parents
and children very happy with the program and overall
development.

education and look forward to welcoming him to the
Centre in 2018. With continued support we hope for a
future filled with music for all children.

We endeavour to bring focus to music education, with each
year and with each new child, we sing, we move expressively
and rhythmically, we discover the wonders of sound and we
use age appropriate instruments. We will continue to shine
the light on Early Childhood Music Education for as long as
we can!

Simona Green took over the teaching of the 3-4 year
and 4-5 year olds at the beginning of the year and the
transition, as expected, has been very easy.

We are lucky to have one of Australia’s leading Conductors
Richard Gill leading the way and being the voice for music

North Sydney Community Centre

So, it is with heartfelt gratitude that I thank North Sydney
Community Centre and all the staff for giving the Music
and Movement program support and a worthy place.

ABN: 53 001 285 883

19

TREASURER’S
REPORT

HELEN RITCHIE

I am very happy to report the Centre has once again had a very successful year. In 2017
total income for the Centre was $1,541,452, a small $20,000 increase over the previous
year. The resulting surplus of $44,912 represents a 4.7% increase on 2016. Our adult classes
continue to be our highest performing programme, which has no doubt been helped by
our online enrolments and streamlining our systems and processes. Other programmes
continue to operate well. At the end of the year the Centre had total accumulated reserves
of $403,540. Wages is our greatest expense with staff costs and tutor fees comprising
just under 70% of total expenses. The following programme breakdowns are based on our
management reports to provide some further detail to the audited accounts.

After School Care
After a very busy year in After School Care we finished with Income at a similar place to
last year. With expenses down by $13,000 we were able to show an increase in surplus to
just over $160,000.

Explorers Playgroup
We were very happy to see a turnaround in the final figures for Playgroup for this year.
Income was a little down on last year but expenses were significantly less giving a very
healthy surplus of $7,000.

Administration
Administration continues to bear the majority of costs of the Centre with only a small
income from North Sydney Council’s grant and some bank interest. Our costs have been
contained this year allowing us to reduce our expenses from over $400,000 last year to just
over $320,000.

Adult Classes
Adult Classes continue to go from strength to strength with income coming in at just
over $500,000 this year. The final surplus was less than last year but still showing a
healthy amount.

Northside Produce Market
This year saw the first full year of having 2 produce markets after we ended the North
Sydney Market on Miller. While the popularity for the third market continues as strongly
as ever it is taking a while for the first one to build. Surplus from third market is down
significantly from previous years however it is not unexpected. The first market has a
surplus of around $4000 for this year and while also holding it’s head it is not a
large amount.

Venue Hire
Venue Hire continues to be a good revenue stream for the Centre with the surplus a little
over $40,000 showing an increase of 84% over previous year.
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COMMITTEE REPORT

COMMITTEE’S REPORT
Your committee members submit the financial report of the North
Sydney Community Centre for the financial year ended 30 June 2017.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
The names of committee members throughout the year and at the
date of this report are:
John Coffey
Lynn Oswald
Genia McCaffery
Norma Molloy
Helen Ritchie
Corinne Madden
Ashley Macpherson

Rosemary Garrett
Jane Bekesi
Drew Truslove
Barbara DeGraff
Anneke Barnes
Beate Reinhardt
Nicky Rasmin

PRINCIPLE ACTIVITIES
Providing services to the community such as
children’s services and adult education.

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES
No significant change in the nature of these activities occurred
during the year.

OPERATING RESULT
The result for the year amounted to a profit of $44,912.
Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Members of the Committee.
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